THE ANGELUS
Volume 70 Number 4

Christ Episcopal Church • Winchester, Virginia

December 2019

Dear People of Christ Church,
With Martin joining us in July and Ted Dix beginning as our new
Director of Music, December will be the first time in over two years
that I have had a full staff to help make all of our programs and
ministries happen at Christ Church. I am excited about that! I am
also appreciative of all of the work that the current staff and you, the
congregation, have done to help where help was needed.
Now we find ourselves heading into Christmas. It’s a time of year
that people, especially those new to the area, explore churches to
attend. The best way to get anyone to come to church is by personal
invitation. Sometimes, we feel awkward inviting others to come to
our church, especially when trying to come up with a topic that leads
up to the chance to make the invitation.
Congratulations! I’m solving that for you! What better way to give a
friend a reason to come to your church than to say, "We have a new
Music Director and a new Assistant Rector (or assistant pastor if your
friend is not used to Episcopalese). Come and help me give them a
Winchester Christmas welcome at Christ Church." Your friends do
not have to worry about being new because the assistant rector and
music director are new as well.
While our service schedule is still the same, I want to make sure it is
easy for you to give your friends the information. So, here is a mini
schedule for you to cut out:
It’s a two for one tool—a card and a conversation starter, which I
hope will give you the chance to invite someone you have thought
about inviting for a while and yet couldn't find a way to bring it up.

Sundays of Advent
8:00 am Holy Communion Rite I
10:30 am Holy Communion Rite II
Tuesday, December 24
4:30 pm
Family Service with
Christmas Pageant & Holy Communion
10:30 pm
Choir Anthems
& Christmas Carols to sing
11:00 pm
Celebration of Holy Communion
Wednesday, December 25
Christmas Day
10:00 am Holy Communion Rite II
Sunday, December 29
8:00 am Holy Communion Rite I
10:30 am Lessons & Carols

Remember, it begins with an invitation—not an invitation from the
clergy or a church program, but rather, from you. Also, whether you
invite someone new or just see someone new at a service, please
remember to offer them your prayer book open to the correct page and/or your hymnal opened to the correct
page. Show them the brochure in the pew which explains bathrooms, infant and children amenities, and
answers some frequently asked questions. If you have not noticed this brochure, I encourage you to look at it
next time you are in church.
On behalf of the clergy and staff of Christ Church, we wish you a safe and most blessed Merry Christmas!
Faithfully,

The Rev. Webster Gibson, Rector
rector@christchurchwinchester.org
December 2019

From the Clergy
Our New Music Director
Tandy Edward (Ted) Dix r eceived his under gr aduate degr ee in or gan
performance from Towson University in Towson, Maryland, where he was a
second prize-winner in the Peggy Friedmann Gordon Music Competition and a
student of Dr. Thomas Spacht. He obtained the Master of Music degree in
organ performance from Westminster Choir College of Rider University in
Princeton, New Jersey, where he was a student of Eugene Roan and a winner in
the Graduate Organ Competition. He was later awarded the Master of Music in
Music Theory Pedagogy degree from the Peabody Institute of the Johns
Hopkins University, where he also conducted post-graduate study in organ
performance with Donald Sutherland.
In 2001, Ted was a finalist in the national Arthur Poister Scholarship Competition in Syracuse, New York, and, in 2006, he was inducted into membership of
the Epsilon Omicron Chapter of Pi Kappa Lambda, a national music honor society. He has performed in
master classes with world-renown performing artists Marie-Claire Alain, David Higgs, and Dame Gillian
Weir, and has produced a live CD, Music for Organ and Orchestra, which is available at www.cdbaby.com.
Ted served as a faculty member for Organ Tour Italia 2013 which, in collaboration with Assisi Performing
Arts, visited historic and modern Italian instruments from Como to Rome. Following the tour, he made his
European debut in a recital at the Basilica di San Paolo Fuori le Mura, one of the four great basilicas in Rome.
Ted comes to Winchester from Westminster, Maryland, where he was the Organist and Director of Traditional
Music and Music Ministry Development at Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church and taught courses in Aural
Musicianship, Music Theory, and private organ study at McDaniel College. He was also the accompanist of
the Masterworks Chorale of Carroll County and played the Eb Alto Horn in the Westminster Municipal Band.
When not making music, Ted enjoys old TV shows, jigsaw puzzles, and spending time with daughter, Katie (9
years old) and son, Tony (6 years old).

Submit Vestry Nominations
Our Christ Church Vestry is full of disciples working together to follow our Lord. If you would
like to nominate yourself or someone to serve on the Christ Church Vestry, please contact
Vestry members Neile Grady Martin, Robb Russell, Martin Tabaka or Betsy Young. Election of
new vestry members will be during the Christ Church Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 26,
2020.
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From the Clergy
Dear Friends in Christ,
“Advent begins in the dark.” This phrase appears several times in a book of Advent sermons from the preacher
Fleming Rutledge. By it, she means not just that Advent begins as the days are getting shorter, but that Advent
asks us to reckon with the darkness of the world. The readings for the four Sundays of Advent deal with
themes like repentance, God’s judgement, and the witness of the Biblical prophets. Each of these themes
reminds us that something is in the world is not as it should be. Even as we are preparing for the joy of the
Christmas season, the readings of Advent will not let us forget the darkness that exists in the world around us.
These sobering themes can make the season of Advent feel somewhat odd. Repentance and prophetic witness
are not part of the way we prepare for Christmas. The message we get from the world around us is that we
should be focused on food, and gift-giving, and family – on the blessings of our life, and not the challenges of
the world. Even in the church, the austere readings of Advent can feel disconnected from the joyful work of
preparing to remember the birth of Christ. So why do we spend four weeks with these themes?
One of the reasons for Advent’s focus on darkness is to remind us of why Jesus’s birth is such good news.
Advent reminds us of why Jesus’s birth was, and is, a source of joy. Christmas is good news because we know
we need Jesus’s presence with us. Our Advent turn to the darkness of the world reminds us that we need God’s
action to set the world right. Isaiah’s promises of a future redemption are fulfilled – in an ordinary human birth
in an unremarkable place. That birth is nothing less than God coming among us as a human, to be a light in the
darkness. “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” (John 1:5).
Advent’s focus on the darkness of the world reminds us of our continued need for the light of Christ. We turn
to the language of Isaiah to remind ourselves of the need to prepare ourselves, to be ready to receive Christ, to
make room for him in our hearts and our lives. Each of us can play a role in making the light of Christ visible
in the world, through the love and care we show to the world – and we can do this not just at Christmas, but all
year long. My favorite reminder of this comes from the writer Howard Thurman:
“When the song of the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is gone,
when the kings and princes are home,
when the shepherds are back with their flocks, the work of Christmas begins: to find the lost,
to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry,
to release the prisoner,
to rebuild the nations,
to bring peace among the people, to make music in the heart.”
Faithfully,

The Rev. Martin Geiger, Assistant Rector
mgeiger@christchurchwinchester.org
540-662-5843, Ext. 2, or direct 540-773-5564

December 2019
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Christian Formation
Sunday School News
For those in 5th Grade and below, we set the tone on December 1, the First
Sunday of Advent, so that ever yone is awar e that our waiting for Chr istmas
is a special time in the church year. We will begin with a brief gathering in the
Commons at 9:20 am to light the first candle on an Advent wreath. Each week,
we will continue with the lighting of an additional candle to remind us that we
are drawing closer to the birth of Jesus, the Light of the World. The Sunday
School classrooms will have wreaths of their own and a classroom Advent
calendar to measure the days. We also hold up traditional stories of famous
figures associated with giving.
The Second Sunday of Advent, St. Nicholas visits our classes with his goldcovered chocolate coins and, in the telling of his story, reminds us of anonymous giving, which recognizes the
dignity of the receiving person and balances the role of the giver and the recipient of the gift.
On the Third Sunday of Advent, St. Lucia (St. Lucy) is another visiting figure to show us how, in the season
of giving, we give in many ways to those around us. (If you are unfamiliar with the traditional stories of these
two, come join us in Sunday School any or all of these mornings!)
On the Fourth Sunday of Advent, each class will take a few moments to visit in the Commons to prepare a
Nativity scene, reminding us of the gift of Christ into our lives. Of course, we remember each child with a
small gift that recalls the Christmas story. Come join us!
Sunday School classes will not meet on Sunday, December 29. Classes resume on January 5., 2020.

The Christmas Pageant
Look for the signup for the 4:30 pm Christmas Eve Family Service Pageant in the Sunday School Commons
or call/text Margery Wingenbach (540-667-0386). As always, there is a place for everyone who wants to
participate—grandchildren, cousins, friends, neighbors… Our format is simple so that all children can be part
of telling the story of Jesus’ birth. Costumes are provided. Rehearsal time and date will be announced soon via
the weekly email and in the bulletin.

Youth Group meets Sunday, December 8, at 6:00 pm in the Tilford Room. No meeting on December 22.

Adult Forum in December
The Sunday Morning Adult Forum begins at 9:30 am in the Tilford Room in the Parish Hall. There is always
coffee! November Adult Forum has a variety of topics:
On December 1 and December 8, we begin the church's new year with guest speaker, The Rev. Dr. John
Kater, talking about Anglicanism in the world today. Dr. Kater has served in churches and assisted in various
dioceses from Latin America to Hong Kong. It will be a wonderful chance for you to ask questions and learn
more about the variety of cultures and how our Anglican Communion looks in its diversity.
On December 15 and December 22, our question is: What is Advent? Beginning with the color of candles, we
will talk about traditions and misunderstandings around the Advent season and the church.
We will not have Adult Forum on Sunday, December 29.
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Outreach
Wrapping Up Angel Tree
The Outreach Committee thanks the entire congregation for joining in the ministry of
the Angel Tree again this Christmas! Participating in the Angel Tree ministry with the
Salvation Army is a traditional opportunity and blessing for parishioners to help
families in need by providing gifts at Christmas. The Salvation Army, through an
interview process, registers children who reside in Winchester, Frederick, or Clarke
counties to receive holiday assistance. There will be more than 900 children in our
community who qualify this year. Many of these children have a parent or parents who
work, but can barely feed and clothe them, and cannot provide anything extra at the
holidays. We do not try to handle all 900 children, only about 15%!
All of you who selected Angels on November 17 or 24 have been busy shopping for the
kids! Sunday, December 8, is the day we collect all of your gifts for the Salvation Army
Angel Tree! Please do not wr ap the gifts. You may include r olls of wrapping paper
to help the Salvation Army.
Make sure that your clear plastic bag, with toys/clothes inside, is tied closed at the top
and that you have stapled the middle section of your Angel handout on the inside of the bag, with the number
(example: WR00052A) visible outside of the bag. Please fill in the dollar figure of your gift on the attached
green card. Be sure your package with the child’s code number has been checked in by a volunteer in the
Tilford Room before you leave the bag.
We can also accept donations by check in the collection plate on any Sunday. It is important that you place the
note “Angel Tree” in the memo line. Donations will be used to purchase additional gifts.

We hope you enjoyed this opportunity to make Christmas better for children in our community.
Merry Christmas from the Outreach Committee!

Help with Dinners at Winchester Rescue Mission
Winchester Rescue Mission (WRM) provides shelter, supportive services, and advocacy to improve and
enhance the lives of our neediest neighbors. Volunteers from Christ Church (especially from Men’s Fellowship) and others cook, set up, and serve WRM Community Dinners on the second Monday and last Tuesday
of each month. Many in our congregation have expressed interest in either leading or joining a team to support
these dinners. If you wish to setup or join a WRM Dinner Team, you can use Signup Genius do it! Go to:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4AAEAF2FAAFE3-winchester
Once in the Signup Genius site, you will see two tasks for each date:
•

Dinner Captain: Wor k with the Chr ist Chur ch WRM Dinner Liaisons (Mar ty Tabaka and Pat
Kofalt) to recruit, plan, and supervise the WRM Dinner Crew – 3:30—6:00 pm.

•

Dinner Crew: Wor k under the dir ection of the Dinner Captain to set up, cook, and ser ve dinner
– 4:00—6:00 pm. NOTE: WRM residents do the dinner clean-up.

Please select the task(s)/date(s)/time(s) you wish to support. You will not need to create a Signup Genius
account to sign up. However, if you sign up with an email that is associated with an existing Signup Genius
account, you will need to log in to your existing account. If you have an account but can’t remember
your password, click on the “forgot your password” statement and you will get directions on resetting your
password! If you need assistance or have questions, please email Pat Kofalt (patkofalt@gmail.com).
December 2019
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Church Calendar
Church Services
Sunday
Holy Communion Rite I 8:00 am
Holy Communion Rite II 10:30 am

Wednesday
In the Pilgrim’s Chapel at noon
(Healing Service 3rd Wed)

Second Monday
6:30 pm All Abilities Worship —Sanctuary

Committee & Group Meetings
Adult Choir Rehearsal

Wed: 7:00 pm

Adult Forum

Sun: 9:30 am

Alleluia Singers

Sun: 8:45 am

Daytime Faith Study

2nd/4th Mon: 10:00 am
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Women’s Lunch Group

8

Angel Tree Gift Collection

9

All Abilities Worship

14

Men’s Fellowship

24

Christmas Eve services at 4:30 pm
and 10:30 pm

25

Christmas Day service at 10:00 am

29

No Christian Formation classes

31

First Night Winchester

(None in December)
Knit Unto Others

3rd Tues: 2:00 pm

Men’s Fellowship

2nd Sat: 7:30 am

Outreach Committee

4th Tues: 7:00 pm

Properties Committee

3rd Tues: 7:00 pm

Treasure Box

Wed & Fri: 10 am-4 pm,
Sat 10 am-1 pm

Women’s Lunch Group

1st Thurs: 11:30 am

Vestry

2nd Tues: 7:00 pm

Women’s Book Studies

Tues: 10:30 - Noon
Thurs: 6:00 pm – 7:15 pm

Youth Group
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Look for
Christ Episcopal Church Winchester
and like us to stay up-to-date on the latest news!
The Rector’s day off is Friday.
The Assistant Rector’s day off is Monday.
Church Office Tel. 540-662-5843

2nd/4th Sun: 6:00-7:30 pm
ChristChurchWinchester.org

Church Calendar
December Anniversaries

December Birthdays
1
4
5
6
7
8
10
12
13
14
15
17
19
21
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Mary Margaret Applin, Jamie Eppes
Betty Futral
Bill Armstrong
Pam Friestad, Peggy Dowd
Harry Poling
Lelia Wingenbach
Rob Ross, Gary Sheppard
Linda Gibson
Dana Shook
Penny Byler
Marie Gibson
Terri Cluss
Eleanor Thomson
Bill Pifer
Elizabeth Trefzger-Mueller, Evan Francis
Christopher Turnbull
Charles “Jerry” Casey
Ashley Futral, Jr.
Carole Ann King
Sarah Roberson, Sam Worsley
Rob Boyd

4
5
8
18
18
21

James & Marsha Baden
Jeremy & Katy Schain
Stephen & Suzanne Pettit
Bill & Gail Walsh
Steve & Ashley Haines
Kevin & Pam Kennedy

Reminder of Christ Church Office Hours
@ 114 W. Boscawen Street
Monday—Thursday the office is open
from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.

On Fridays, the office is open
from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.
We will be in for limited hours over the holidays.
Please call ahead to see if we are here!
Theresa Seitz, Bookkeeper, is in the office
Monday—Friday.
Noelle Creamer, Communications Coordinator,
is in the office on Tues., Wed., & Thurs.

Please Note:

We will publish birthday and anniversary information
only with explicit permission. Please contact the Church
Office if you wish to be added to or deleted from these
lists. Please keep the Church Office informed of any
changes to your address, phone numbers and e-mail
addresses.

December 2019

The Treasure Box Thrift Shop is open
Wednesdays and Fridays
10 am—4 pm
Saturdays 10 am—1 pm
at 114 W. Boscawen St.

7

From the Treasurer
Operating Budget Performance YTD
The table below shows the results through October. We are still better than plan!
Year-to-Date through Oct 2019
Revenues
Pledged
Unpledged
All Other
Total

$407,448.38
$51,897.00
$82,535.20
$541,880.58

$394,500.00
$32,900.00
$75,803.00
$503,203.00

$12,948.38
$18,997.00
$6,732.20
$38,677.58

Expenses
Personnel
Utilities
Property/Maintenance
Office
Christian Education
Music
Worship
Stewardship
Outreach
Pastoral Care
Parish Life
Communications
Total

$334,417.15
$22,995.52
$43,178.22
$20,384.35
$7,385.77
$13,636.30
$1,089.66
$994.24
$46,320.71
$430.62
$2,000.08
$2,209.98
$495,042.60

$348,368.00
$23,630.00
$38,415.00
$20,344.70
$9,150.00
$13,960.00
$1,270.00
$850.00
$41,500.00
$680.00
$1,870.00
$2,466.00
$502,503.70

($13,950.85)
($634.48)
$4,763.22
$39.65
($1,764.23)
($323.70)
($180.34)
$144.24
$4,820.71
($249.38)
$130.08
($256.02)
($7,461.10)

$46,837.98

$699.30

$46,138.68

Net Total

Actual

Budget

Difference

Note: Without the $46,653 2018 Operating Surplus carried over from last year, the Actual Net Total would be
just $184.98.
Both November and December have historically been strong revenue months so it will be interesting to see
how 2019 actually turns out. With the unexpected retirement of our music director, we are expecting to end
2019 with an operating surplus.
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From the Treasurer
Annual Budgeting for 2020
2020 Budget is Still Uncertain
Revenues: Pledges for 2020 are down.


As of mid-November, we have received only 140 pledges,
totaling about $443,650.



We expect to receive about 27 more and believe our 2020
gross total pledge will be about $501,000.



This will be a decrease from the $518,000 gross pledged
for 2019.



16 Pledges decreased and 36 increased, but the current net
pledge amount for 2020 is down about $5,000.



7 pledges for 2019 dropped for 2020, and 7 regular givers who did not pledge for 2019 have submitted
pledges for 2020.

2020 Revenue
Pledges + ???
2020 Expenses

Expenses: Total Expenses are slightly up.


In a preliminary estimate, we expect total expenses to be about $631,000 for 2020 (up just slightly from
the $628,000 budgeted for 2019).



This will be the first time in three years where we are budgeting for and expect to have full staffing
for the entire year.

Balancing: ???


In order to balance the 2019 budget, we had to carry over about $46,650 from 2018 when we were not able
to hire an assistant rector.



Since pledge giving appears to have decreased for 2020 and expenses are slightly up, we may again be
facing a budget challenge for 2020.

Stewardship 2020
Information and Pledge Cards
available online at www.ChristChurchWinchester.org

December 2019
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Parish News
Tip of the Month: Bookkeeper’s Notes
2020 Pledge Envelopes
If you requested a set of 2020 Pledge Envelopes, they will be available for pick-up in the back of the church
on Sunday, December 8 through Sunday, December 22. After December 22, you may pick up your envelopes
in the bookkeeper’s office (downstairs in the Church Office at 114 W. Boscawen St.) Monday – Thursday
from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm. To help keep costs down, some pledge envelope booklet numbers have been
re-assigned for 2020. If you find that you have been assigned a new number in 2020, please do not use leftover
2019 pledge envelopes in 2020. Thank you.
2019 Year-End Contribution Statements

You can expect to receive your 2019 Year-End Contribution Statement the week of January 13, 2020. You
should save a copy of this statement for tax purposes. Per IRS guidelines, we are only required to issue statements if your total contribution for the tax year exceeds $250. Therefore, if your contributions did not exceed
this threshold, a statement will not be issued. Should you require a copy of your statement, please contact our
bookkeeper at tseitz@christchurchwinchester.org or call the Church Office (540-662-5843, Ext. 5).

Volunteers Needed for a Celebration!
As in years past, Christ Church is participating in the First Night Winchester celebration, a day-long family
celebration of the arts downtown. There will be two terrific musical acts performing in the church in the
evening this year, and the Tilford Room will host the Reptile World show.
We are seeking volunteers for two-hour shifts to welcome the community to our church beginning at 5:30 pm
on New Year’s Eve and ending with the “apple drop” at midnight. You will not be on duty for the entire evening! Volunteers will receive free admission to all of the First Night events (some performances begin as early
as 10:00 am) throughout the Old Town area churches, the Museum of the Shenandoah Valley, and the Handley
Library, plus you will have an opportunity to ring the church bell at midnight!
If you have two hours to welcome the community to Christ Church and to assist the performers that evening,
please let us know. We’ll hold an information session for volunteers after the 10:30 am service on Sunday,
December 15, in the Parlors. Put your name on the list in the Tilford Room! Thank you for your help making
First Night Winchester a success in their 33rd year in Winchester. Please contact Jim or Ann Taylor
(annjimtaylor@verizon.net) with any questions.
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Parish News
Men’s Fellowship Meets
As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear
him; Psalm 103:13
The Men's Fellowship will meet at their regular 7:30 am time on Saturday, December 14, in the Tilford Room,
where we will focus on defining and understanding compassion and what the word means to Christian men in
today's society. Doughnuts and a full breakfast will be served. All men of the parish are welcome to attend.

Christmas Flowers
We are looking forward to a Christmas Sanctuary adorned with poinsettias! If you
would like to make a donation to the Altar Guild to help adorn the Sanctuary in
memory of or in thanksgiving for a loved one this season, please place $10 in a
Christmas Flower envelope and return it in the offering or to the Church Office.
The last day to return an envelope is Tuesday, December 10.

Women’s Lunch Group
The Women’s Lunch Group meets on the first Thursday of each month
(December 5) at 11:30 am at the Firefly Café and Bakery (3035 Valley Ave.).
The food is excellent, the conversations are lively, and there is much laughter –
everyone is welcome! No RSVP is necessary. Please come when you can!

CCAP Donations for December
December is a very busy time of the year for us—holiday gatherings, shopping for gifts, spending time with
our families, taking trips over the river and through the woods... But CCAP’s clients have the same needs they
have every month of the year—especially food. They ask us to continue to donate Hearty Canned Soups with
the pop-top lids and Canned Pasta Sauces. Let’s see if we can make our donation shelves under the window in
the foyer of the Parish Hall sag under the weight of all the cans!
December is also the time of year when we start to think about New Year’s Resolutions. Here’s an idea for
you: Resolve to volunteer at CCAP! Their offices are right here in the city of Winchester on North Kent St.
with free parking! CCAP volunteers work 3-4 hours one day per week, or as many days each month as you
wish. You can make a difference. Couples are welcome to work together in the food pantry, in sorting clothing, or as interviewers. Your skills and talents can fit in nicely with the needs of our neighbors. Try it in 2020.
CCAP (Congregational Community Action Project) is a ministry of 40+ worshipping communities in
Winchester and Frederick County that have come together to support our neighbors in need with financial,
material and other assistance. Thank you for your generous contributions every month. If you have questions
about volunteering at CCAP or this month’s donations, contact Jim Taylor at annjimtaylor@verizon.net or
703-403-5264. Visit www.ccapwinc.org for more information about CCAP and their mission.
December 2019

11

THE ANGELUS
Christ Episcopal Church
114 West Boscawen St.
Winchester, VA 22601-4116

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Winchester, VA
Permit No. 216

The Angelus is a monthly publication of Christ Episcopal Church.

From the Parish Nurse
Some quick notes for the Christmas season:
1. Skip flavored lip balm as it makes you want to lick your lips, which aggravates chapped
lips. Use plain petrolatum, beeswax, or an oil-based lubricating cream.
2.Stressed out? Try not watching TV before bed. Instead, listen to relaxing music, read, or just
sit for ten minutes and take deep cleansing breaths. Remember Elijah discovered that God was
not in the wind.. the earthquake.. the fire.. but in the sound of sheer silence.
3. Mints are good to help an upset stomach, aid digestion, treat a cold, and can ease a sore
throat!
4. Last, but not the least, is a Christmas prayer from Norman Vincent Peale which states,
“Dear Lord, in this holy Christmas season may we draw nearer to you. How wise
you were to reveal yourself in the presence of a little baby, The Christ child. You
demonstrated the power and the depth of your love for each of us. Thank you for
showing us that Christmas begins in the heart, and the love that it teaches. Help us
now to keep the light of the Christmas message burning brightly all year through.
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.”
See you in church!
Your parish nurses, Helen and Rosalie
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