
 

August 2022    

Dear People of Christ Church, 

Over the past few weeks, I have been hosting a vigil each Wednesday from 
5:00 to 5:30 pm praying for an end to the mass shootings and gun violence 
in our country. My personal inspiration to do this is seeing so much anger, 
desperation, illness, loss of hope or apathy to the point that people are  
willing to take other people's lives that I needed a place and time to pray 
and listen to God.  

In some instances, people hold a vigil to mark a specific event. For me, at 
this point, I do not see a specific event, but rather an ongoing destructive 
event in communities. So, I will continue to hold the vigil. My hope would 
be to stop holding the vigil when we have a one or two month block of 
time when no such shootings occur, but some people have pointed out that 
that may be a l-o-n-g time. 

The most common question I get is, "What is a vigil?" Great question. The 
way I consider it is: A vigil is associated with “vigilant” (a purposeful or 
watchful staying awake, being alert) which gathers us to keep devotional 
watch in prayer for an alertness to God’s presence among us, an awareness of what Jesus calls us to be and 
prayer for in this time of crisis, and to be vigilant to serve God as agents of change in our lives as we seek to 
make God’s kingdom known on earth as it is in heaven. 

Our prayers are for the victims, those who suffer loss, and the perpetrators, and those communities impacted by 
the violence. We also pray for first responders and law enforcement, our political leaders, and people who can 
be agents of change in the current climate. We pray for ourselves and how we can be better neighbors. We 
have reflections from Scripture about how Jesus calls us to care for one another, and we also allow a great deal 
of silence for intentional contemplation and prayer in our own lives.  

For me, the vigil allows a time and structure to pay attention to my own call to discipleship as one who seeks 
God's guidance, wisdom and love among such violence. As we light candles marking the number of mass 
shootings in our nation up to the date for that particular month, I am always surprised and saddened by how 
much heat the candles give off because there are so many lit. It reminds me why I choose to do this vigil each 
week. 

Anyone can come join the vigil in the Pilgrim's Chapel either as a participant or to sit quietly in prayer. Or  

people do not have to come. I trust people to make their own way. The vigil is not a cure or a solution to the 
challenges of gun violence we face. But it is a step for me to seek to keep God present in the struggle. It helps 
me to remind myself each week with the relationships around me, and with the questions about violence and 

fear what does God seek for me to be as neighbor - to be the one who shows mercy. 

Faithfully, 
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From the Clergy 

When I was a kid, one of my favorite things at the end of the summer was when it was time to pick out new 
school supplies for the year. The chance to pick out a backpack and folders and everything else I needed made 
the new school year seem real, and made me anxious for it to start.  

My hope this August is that we all feel a little bit like that about the life of the church. While we aren’t meant 
to put our spiritual lives on summer vacation, we do tend to slow down over the summer. We go on vacation, 
put some programs on break, and enjoy it as a season of relaxation. August can be a chance to pick things 
back up, and begin to settle into the rhythm of the fall. Just like a new school year, some things will be differ-
ent, many things will be the same, and all of us will have chances to contribute and help with the work God 
has given us to do. 

Many of our ministries will be relaunching things that have not happened in a while, but often in new ways. 
Parish Life will be hosting a parish cookout on August 28th, for the first time in a long time! Christian  
Formation is figuring out the shape of formation for children, youth, and adults this fall. For the first time in 
three years, we will be welcoming a bishop for a visit on September 18th. (If you are interested in confirma-
tion, give me or Webster a call!) Worship ministries will be continuing and are always in need of people who 
want to try out helping in worship. And Outreach will be collecting school supplies this month, to be distribut-
ed to students who need assistance getting them through Bright Futures. 

What all of our ministries offer us is a chance to get involved in encountering God and each other in a new 
way. When we try out something new, or return to something we haven’t been part of in a while, we give God 
a chance to show us things about ourselves that we hadn’t known before. Whether that happens in a bible 
study, or through becoming an usher, or through helping with an outreach program, we can discover gifts we 
didn’t even know we had!  

Our Epistle readings in August come from the Letter to the Hebrews, and include one of my favorite passages, 
about Abraham’s faith in God even when he didn’t know where he was going. Hebrews says that Abraham did 
this  “because he considered God faithful who had promised.” As we begin this new season, we too don’t 
know what is going to happen next, but my hope is that we will engage it trusting in God’s faithfulness.  

Faithfully, 

 

 

 

The Rev. Martin Geiger, Assistant Rector  
mgeiger@christchurchwinchester.org 
540-662-5843, Ext. 2, or direct 540-773-5564 

Beginning Sunday, August 21, Jean Lin will start her ministry with us at Christ Church. Jean is a native of 
Philadelphia, and is currently a Doctor of Musical Arts candidate at Shenandoah Conservatory. She holds a 
Masters of Music from Mannes College of Music in New York City and a Bachelors of Music from Temple 
University. She has worked with a variety of churches as both organist and choir director while pursuing her 
degrees. We are excited to have her join us as we move through the remainder of the summer and into the fall 
program year. 

Christ Church welcomes new Music Director/Organist 
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Christian Formation 

Christian Formation for Children: Ways to Serve this Ministry 

We will begin Sunday School classes and Children’s Chapel on Sunday, September 11. We will have classes 
for preschool, Kindergarten—2nd grade, and for grades 3-5. On Sunday, August 7, at the 4:30 pm service, we 
will have a Blessing of the Backpacks and will begin registration for Sunday School. Forms will be available 
there or on the church website (www.christchurchwinchester.org). Follow the weekly updates, emails to  
parents, and Sunday morning announcements for additional information on additional August events. 

New to Children’s Chapel? Children aged 3 to 7 (or so) are invited to participate in this 10:30 am service in 
the Children's Chapel, upstairs in the Parish Hall. Adapted from the order for Morning Prayer, this service 
contains age-appropriate lessons, activities, and music. Children are brought into the Sanctuary to join their 
parents during the announcements before Holy Communion. Children's Chapel is led by volunteers. 

And, Sunday School classes meet from 9:30-10:15 am, before the 10:30 am service/Children’s Chapel, in the 
Commons (upstairs in the Parish Hall).  

 

We as a community of the faith agree to this at every baptism: 

Celebrant: Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ? 

People:  We will 

In other words, it takes a village to raise our children. It is not just up to the next generation. It is not just up to 
the clergy. It is up to everyone to invest ourselves in our parish family. 

This year coming back, we do not know how many people will be involved in our programs, including Sunday 
School. Our Sunday School Registration Sunday helps Margery Wingenbach get an idea of the number of 
children, resources needed, etc.  

Help is needed with all the groups of children. Some adults serve as teachers; others are helpers; and others are 
ready to serve wherever needed. Our programs have ready-to-use curricula to help with class preparation. 
Margery is there to provide supplies and “teacherly” advice, if needed. With our younger ages, herding kittens 
always needs additional hands. We use team-teaching so responsibilities are shared and it not just one teacher 
who cannot miss a Sunday. Helping with a smile reassures our children that they are loved in this community. 
The benefits are astounding. 

Please consider talking with Margery Wingenbach about ways she can use your help—every Sunday, once a 
month, for events—whatever you are called to do. Talk with her on August 7 or Wingenbach@comcast.net. 

Families with rising 2nd to 8th graders (give or take) are invited to join DeLyn Celec and 
her family for a Meal & Music Session after the 10:30 am service on Sunday, August 21, 
2022. We’ll talk about plans for the Alleluia Singers this year and we welcome your input 
on scheduling and possibilities! Sign up here:  
https://tinyurl.com/CCMealNMusic or use the QR code: 

 

Meal & Music Session 

https://tinyurl.com/CCMealNMusic
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The Angelus is a monthly publication of Christ Episcopal Church.  

Committee & Group Meetings 

The Church Office is open Tuesday—Thursday  
from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.  
Call ahead before you visit! 

Services at Christ Church 
 

8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

in the Sanctuary 
 

4:30 pm Service for Young Families  
August 7 & 28 

 
Holy Eucharist at Westminster-Canterbury 

Every 1st & 3rd Thursday at 10:30 am 

Adult Forum Sun: 9:30 am 

Bible Study Wed: 10:00 am 

Outreach Committee 4th Tues: 7:00 pm 

Knit Unto Others 3rd Tues: 2:00 pm 

Properties Committee 3rd Tues: 7:00 pm 

Vestry 2nd Tues: 7:00 pm 

Daytime Faith Study 2nd & 4th Mon: 10:00 am  

Treasure Box Wed & Fri: 10 am—4 pm 
Sat: 10 am—1 pm 

Women’s Book Studies Tues: 10:30 am  
Wed: 5:30 pm 
Parlors 

Look for  
Christ Episcopal Church Winchester  

and like us to stay up-to-date on the latest news! 

Church Calendar 
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August Birthdays  

1 Nancy Brown, Jody Wall 

2 Margery Wingenbach 

3 Gail Walsh 

4 Jim Kriewald 

6 Thomas Rockwood, Tracy Tilling 

7 Lucia Thomas 

8 Paula Opheim, Dick Clarke 

10 Marsha Baden, Mary Gloster 

14 LaVerne Sargent, Jane Fitz 

15 Kay Whitworth 

22 Bob Fitz 

24 Rosalie Lewis, Joan Burgess 

26 Kay Keely 

27 Ellen Morgan. Clare Dame 

29 Nancy Mitchell 

30 Greg Hutchinson, Judy Pennypacker 

31 Donna Bennett, Caroline Cooper 

August Anniversaries 

5 Kent & Mary Stevens 
7 Bob & Jane Fitz 
14 Roger & Helen Zebarth 
25 David & Sara Bicking 
29 Bob & Mary Puttock 

Church Calendar 

Please Note: 

We will publish birthday and anniversary information 
only with explicit permission. Please contact the 
Church Office if you wish to be added to or deleted 
from these lists. Please keep the Church Office  
informed of any changes to your address, phone  
numbers and e-mail addresses.  

As we resume programming in the fall, it would be great to see everyone with nametags on! 
Please email Noelle at communications@christchurchwinchester.org if you would like to order 
a magnetic Christ Church nametag. Cost is usually under $10 depending on the order. 
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From the Treasurer 

Mid-Year Update 

The table shows the summary Revenue and Expense totals for Actual and Budget for the first half of 
2022:   

 

 

Actual Revenue is still AHEAD by about $31,600. Some of the reasons are: 

 Pledge Revenue is ahead by about $27,300. 

 Unpledged Revenue is just under budget by about $ -200. 

 All Other Revenue is ahead by about $4,600. 

Actual Expenses are about $4,600 OVER budget. Some of the reasons are:  

 Utilities are over by about $1,650. 

 Property and Maintenance are over by about $5,900. 

 All other Expense categories under budget in total by about $3,000. 

The red section of the Budget line on the graph below shows that from June to September our expected 
Expenses will be about $38,000 more than our expected revenues. This is the historical pattern related 
to low summer attendance resulting in lower Revenues each month. Meanwhile, expenses during the 
summer remain at their normal levels.  

The graph also shows that we have had a positive net position through the first five months of 2022. 
Only in June did we drop to the negative, four months later the budget plan. 

 

Keep up with your pledge in these slow revenue months! 
 

2022 Jan-Jun Actual Jan-Jun Budget 
Jan-Jun      

Difference 

Revenues $       271,328 $       239,690 $         31,638 

Expenses $       299,977 $       295,404 $           4,573 

Net Position $       -28,649 $       -55,714 $         27,065 
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Parish Life 

Shop at the  
Treasure Box Thrift Shop! 
Open on Wednesdays and 

Fridays 10—4  
and Saturdays 10-1 

at 114 W. Boscawen St. 

Happily, the parish is coming to life again after two years of isolating, masking and social distancing! It’s time 
for us all to become reacquainted after being apart for so long and acquainted with many new parishioners 
through some Parish Life events and activities.  

While we still need to be vigilant, more and more activities are starting up as our comfort level increases.  We 
will be bringing back some familiar events and introducing new ones.  We may be doing some things a little 
differently than you may remember from the past while we do our part to keep everyone as safe, healthy and 
comfortable as possible. We want to respect that some are still hesitant to go back to the old ways of doing 
things.   

The Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner was a great success and gave the Parish Life committee the indication 
that many of us were eager to start gathering again.  Since then, we’ve experimented with coffee hour and re-
cently hosted a festive coffee hour to welcome four newly baptized members of the congregation. Sunday 
morning greeters are back to welcome those attending the 10:30 am Sunday service. We had a great response 
to the baseball game outing to see the Winchester Royals. Be sure to mark Sunday, August 28, on your calen-
dars for our Homecoming Parish Picnic following the 10:30 am service. Watch for more information in the 
coming weeks. We plan to resume coffee hour following the 10:30 am service early in the fall. 

As we continue planning events and activities, we will need volunteer help from the congregation. If you are 
interested in helping with Parish Life activities, please contact Teresa Jacobsen (tjacobsen13@gmail.com) or 
Jody Wall (jody_wall@yahoo.com). We are very excited to bring everyone together and ask for your contin-
ued patience and flexibility as we move forward. See you soon! 

Parish Life Back in Action 

After its popular BAG SALE at the end of July, the Treasure Box will  
reopen Wednesday, August 3, with all new inventory. We hope that many 
of you will stop by to see what’s new! 

We wish that some new faces might decide to stop by and consider  
volunteering in the shop. We need volunteers at the front desk to help sell  
merchandise. You can work one or more four-hour shifts. Feel free to  
contact Barb Pearson (843-422-3467 or tiddlespot@gmail.com) if you 
have any questions about volunteering in this outreach ministry. 

And, PLEASE remember to contact Martha Lauve at 540-662-3616 if you 
have items to donate to the shop. PLEASE do not leave items outside of 
the shop, in the halls, or, at the back door of the shop unless you have 
made arrangements to do so with Martha Lauve.   

mailto:tjacobsen13@gmail.com
mailto:jody_wall@yahoo.com
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Pastoral Care 

Indeed, is has been a fast, warm, busy summer! Now parents are getting children ready for primary schools, 
private schooling and getting young adults ready for college. We have been focusing on Covid and monkeypox 
these past months. Let’s now focus on some of the needs for children and others that are getting ready for the 
fall. Parents need to remember that vaccinations need to be up to date prior to the start of school: 

Here is a review: 

Everyone should be getting a flu vaccine (if not allergic) between late September and November. 

Double check that your children ( ages 4-6 years) are up to date on the other vaccines: tetanus, DTaP, polio, 
IPV, MMR, and Varicella.  

Age 10: meningococcal -B vaccine 

Age 12: HepA, MMR, Varicella, Hib, PVC (Pneumococcal ) 

Age 15:  DTaP 

Age 18:  HepA 

High risk children may have a slightly different immunization schedule. All parents and patients should be  
informed about the risks and benefits of preventive and therapeutic procedures, including vaccinations. When 
faced with the decision to immunize a child, the welfare of the child should be the primary focus. 

See you in church! 

Your Parish Nurses, Rosalie Lewis & Helen Zebarth 

“Collection Ministry” Changes 

The Outreach Committee is working on a new schedule for our “collection” ministry. Each month, rather than 
just collecting an item for CCAP, we will highlight a particular outreach ministry and collect something they 
are in need of. Our goal is to expand awareness of each of our ministries, and give us as a community a chance 
to assist with whatever their most urgent needs are. Watch the Angelus as well as the weekly email and the 
bulletin to find out who our highlighted partner is each month! 

For August, our focus is Bright Futures. Bright Futures, in addition to its work distributing food to students in 
local schools, also works to meet other needs students may have. Every August, they do this through their 
Stuff the Bus campaign to collect school supplies as the new school year starts. This year, you can help by 
bringing in backpacks, reusable water bottles, and wired earbuds or headphones. These are their highest-need 
items, and we’ll be receiving them at church throughout the month of August. Donations 
can be left in the entrance to the church on Sunday mornings or dropped off in the foyer of 
the Church Office at 114 W. Boscawen Street on Wednesdays from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. 
You can also volunteer for a shift helping Bright Futures collect items August 6th and 7th. 
They need volunteers to cover two-hour shifts at Walmart Stephens City, Walmart Pleasant 
Valley, Walmart Rt. 50 and Apple Blossom Mall. There’s a link to sign up on our website 
(www.christchurchwinchester.org). Thank you for your support of this important ministry! 

Outreach Committee 

Getting Ready for Fall 


