
 

August 2021    

Dear People of Christ Church, 

As some of you know, in the last week of  
July, St. Paul's-on-the-Hill went through a 
rather dramatic change. Their sanctuary and 
other building came down so that their prop-
erty could be used for construction of apart-
ments designated as affordable housing for 
people ages 55 and up. The need for the apart-
ments is huge, and this is the first apartment 
complex of this type in our region. 

At the same time, I have also had several 
questions about the future of St. Paul's since it 
does not have a sanctuary for worship any-
more. This is a great question in several ways. 
Yes, St Paul's-on-the-Hill does still exist.  
Remember, the church is the people, not the 
building. They have different ways of  
worship through which their rector, Susan 
MacDonald, leads them. They have their Christian formation. They have outreach projects. They are a people 
discerning where the Holy Spirit may lead them in relation to their property and how that new relationship with 
their property may or may not work. In the meantime, they are still witnessing the good news of God in Christ 
(evangelicals just like all of the baptized) to the world around them. I look at it as their packing up their tent 
and becoming a very mobile community once again. 

This is a significant image for us to consider as the larger church with discerning who we are, where we and 
where God may be calling us to go even as we continue to navigate the current health crisis in our community. 
Such times definitely test our resolve and our endurance because long stretches of anxiety in instability are ex-
hausting. We also learn how to adapt. While Christ Church is not packing up our tent in the same way as St. 
Paul's, we sure are learning new ways to worship, meet and be the church. And we are not done learning yet. 
New people are coming to church. We are starting new ministries using new capabilities so we can serve and 
be safe. We are a people on the move. 

Please continue to keep St. Paul's-on-the-Hill in your prayers as they discern their future. Also, continue to 

hold the Diocese, the community and one another in your prayers as we try and listen to where the Holy Spirit 
will lead us next. After all, you do not have to knock the building down for the community to change. Howev-
er, we do need to be a discerning people to make sure whatever we do is to God's glory and in service to our 

Lord. 

Faithfully, 
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From the Clergy 

As we head into August, I’m reminded of how many of us are taking some time to go on vacation. For many 
of us, this summer has been a chance to make up for the missed opportunities of last summer, to visit family, 
to take trips that we had to cancel, to go to new places. We travel for lots of different reasons, but one of the 
primary reasons we go away other places is to rest. Vacations can be a chance to take time away from our ordi-
nary lives and responsibilities, to relax, and find time for renewal. After a long hard year, I think this kind of 
rest and renewal is something we are all looking for.  

The good news is rest and renewal is part of our lives as Christians as well. It’s probably not the first thing we 
say when we name what it means to follow Jesus. We’re more likely to remember the promises we make in 
baptism to seek and serve Christ, and to love our neighbor. We tend to think of our faith lives as primarily 
about doing things, and achieving things. But the place of rest is deeply rooted in our life with God, because it 
is part of God’s own life. Genesis tells us that on the seventh day, after creating everything that is, God rested. 
And God called the people of Israel to rest as well, to remember the Sabbath day by not working on it. In the 
New Testament, we can look at Jesus’s promise to his disciples in John’s Gospel, that what he leaves with 
them is peace. (John 14:27) 

But what makes rest and renewal a distinctly Christian practice? After all, it’s not something we can only 
achieve by going on vacation. It’s a more basic part of our lives than that. I think it’s primarily about our inten-
tions as we rest, and not so much about the way we do it. Rest as a spiritual practice is about quieting down 
everything else in our lives so that we can better feel God’s presence with us. It’s a way of reminding our-
selves that God desires peace and wholeness for us. This might be something we experience on a beach or a 
mountain, but it’s also something we can look for in our everyday lives. Whether it’s taking time for prayer in 
the morning, a walk where we pay attention to the beauty of creation, or just taking time to sit down and have 
a cup of coffee with a friend, even very simple practices of rest can help us better sense God’s presence and 
God’s love for us. 

So as this summer continues, I hope that you are finding the kind of rest that reminds you of God’s love and 

grace - wherever you may be.  

Faithfully, 

 

 

The Rev. Martin Geiger, Assistant Rector  
mgeiger@christchurchwinchester.org 
540-662-5843, Ext. 2, or direct 540-773-5564 

Kids Club Lunches 

Thanks to the many parishioners who brought in food and came to 
cook for three Tuesdays in July! David & Sara  Bicking did a great 

job setting up this project to provide Kids Clubs with Sloppy Joe 
lunches to share with local families. Summer is always a challeng-

ing time since many kids rely on their school for meals, so it’s  
important that Christ Church again stepped up to meet the need! 
And it was great to see folks busy in the Tilford Room kitchen,  

especially Jack Nelson, pictured right! 
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Volunteers are still needed along the course for this CCAP fundraiser on  
Saturday, August 28, 2021! Teams of five will hand out water and snacks to 

riders at various stations and help to keep track of the riders’ progress. Teams 
will work in two shifts. If you'd like to help, contact Jim Taylor at  
annjimtaylor@verizon.net.  

And we continue to collect bottled water and bug spray for CCAP in August! 

Donations can be left at services on Sunday or in the foyer of the Church  
Office on Wednesdays from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

From the Outreach Committee 

School Supply Drive 

For the month of August, the Outreach Committee is inviting you to bring in 
school supplies for Bright Futures beginning of the school year school supply 
drive. These items will help students in need in Winchester and Frederick Coun-
ty Schools have the tools they need to learn. Bright Futures suggested several 
items they are in particular need of – the list is below. Items can be dropped off 
at church on Sundays – there will be a basket just inside the front entrance of the 
church. Thank you for helping us meet the needs of our community’s students! 

 pencil boxes 

 High school-appropriate backpacks (multiple compartments,  
none with characters on them) 

 Lunch boxes (none with characters on them) 

 Glue sticks 

 Index cards 

 Dry erase markers 

CCAP Fundraiser 

So many of us want to be involved in giving, but find our lives are too busy to make a big commitment.  
Making a casserole a month is one person's small contribution that when combined with others makes a big 
difference in the lives of many in our community. Can you make one extra casserole a month?  

We'll provide the recipe and you make the casserole; then bring it to the church. One night a month, we will 
provide a Winchester Rescue Mission dinner of our casseroles with a few things added. If there is enough  
interest you may have to make a casserole less often. If you would be interested in helping or just knowing 
more, please email Clare Dame at claremdame@gmail.com. 

Something New: The Casserole Ministry 
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The Angelus is a monthly publication of Christ Episcopal Church.  

Committee & Group Meetings 

The Rector’s day off  is Friday. 

The Assistant Rector’s day off is Monday. 

The Church Office is open Tues-Thurs from 10:00 am 
to 4:00 pm. It’s always a good idea to call ahead! 

Church Office Tel. 540-662-5843 

Sundays at Christ Church 
 

8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

in the Sanctuary 
Masks required for those unvaccinated. 

 
Please refer to email updates and website for 

updates and changes. 
 

Online Bible Study Wed: 10:00 am 

Outreach Committee 4th Tues: 7:00 pm 

Properties Committee 3rd Tues: 7:00 pm 

Vestry 2nd Tues: 7:00 pm 

  

Look for  
Christ Episcopal Church Winchester  

and like us to stay up-to-date on the latest news! 

Church Calendar 

Are you a planner? 

Thoughtful end-of-life planning can be a great comfort to your family. There are many resources in the 
Church Office that can assist you. 

 If you would like to record your wishes for your funeral service, we have a packet you can complete 
(choosing the service, the hymns, the readings, etc.) and keep on file with us. 

 If you would like to arrange your burial in advance, we can discuss options with you, including the 
Christ Church Columbarium. 

 If you would like information about how to make a bequest to Christ Church, we have experts on 
the Finance Committee who can talk with you about gifts of stocks and bonds, retirement assets, etc.  
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August Birthdays  

1 Nancy Brown, Jody Wall 

2 Margery Wingenbach 

3 Gail Walsh 

4 Jim Kriewald 

6 Thomas Rockwood, Tracy Tilling 

7 Lucia Thomas 

8 Paula Opheim, Dick Clarke 

10 Marsha Baden, Mary Gloster 

14 LaVerne Sargent, Jane Fitz 

15 Kay Whitworth 

22 Bob Fitz 

24 Rosalie Lewis, Joan Burgess, Becky Anders 

26 Kay Keely, Mary Gage 

27 Ellen Morgan, Clare Dame 

29 Nancy Mitchell 

30 Greg Hutchinson, Judy Pennypacker 

31 Donna Bennett, Caroline Cooper 

August Anniversaries 

5 Kent & Mary Stevens 
7 Bob & Jane Fitz 
14 Roger & Helen Zebarth 
25 David & Sara Bicking 
29 Bob & Mary Puttock 

Church Calendar 

Donate by check     

Mail to: 
Christ Church 
114 W. Boscawen St.  
Winchester, VA  22601 

Please Note: 

We will publish birthday and anniversary information 
only with explicit permission. Please contact the 
Church Office if you wish to be added to or deleted 
from these lists. Please keep the Church Office  
informed of any changes to your address, phone  
numbers and e-mail addresses.  
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From the Treasurer 

Halftime Report 

We are halfway through 2021 and it is wonderful to report that we are still ahead of budget! 

The Good News... 

With the resumption of in-person services: 

Revenues 

 June’s actual revenue was over $9,000 higher than the budget. 

 We have started to see an uptick in “Other” income (plate donations) and some additional mid-year 
2021 pledges being made (that we could not include when the budget was adopted by the Vestry in Janu-
ary). 

 Year-to-date revenue has continued to exceed budget and is now about $57,000 ahead at mid-year. 

Expenses 

 Expenses in June were just slightly higher than budget (less than 1% higher). 

 Year-to-date expenses are still less than budget (about $1,400 less). 

The Not So Good News... 

Summer Month revenues are always below expenses! 

 Historically, June through September (normally due to low summer attendance) are the months when the 
budget expects expenses to greatly exceed revenues. 

 The table below shows that we had expected to have about a $20,500 shortfall in June. However, we did 
much better in June, only having have an $11,750 deficit. The YTD value through June is now in the  
negative (total Actual Expenses now have exceeded total Actual Revenues) for the first time in 2021. 

Here is a summary table to give more detail about our June results and the YTD results for the first half of 
2021:  

  

 

 

Slow summer months ahead.  
PLEASE KEEP UP  

with your pledges and donations during our slow revenue months! 

  Jun Jun Jun YTD YTD YTD 
2021 Actual Budget Diff Actual Budget Diff 

Revenues 39,895 30,650 9,245 263,843 206,620 57,223 
Expenses 51,648 51,212 435 275,277 276,708 (1,430) 
Net Position (11,753) (20,562) 8,809 (11,434) (70,088) 58,653 



 

August 2021  7 

In the News 

Cycling for a Cause 

Parishioner and Vestry member Dan Gloster completed his 28th ride in support of the Muscular Sclerosis  
Society this past June. Bike MS is the largest fundraising cycling series in the world. Each year, nearly 
75,000 cyclists and more than 6,000 teams ride in 68 locations in the US to change the world for people with 
MS. Dan participates with the Blue Ridge Chapter and the money raised stays local. 

In addition to his training for the event each year, Dan spends time on fundraising, asking friends and neigh-
bors to sponsor his ride. All of his fundraising is from individuals, not corporate sponsors. He appreciates the 
support of his Christ Church family over the years. In total, he has raised $86,500 doing this event thus far, 
and hopes to hit the $100,000 mark by the time he turns 60 in four years! 

Dan’s been a cyclist since college and became involved with the MS Society when they visited the radio  
station where he works to promote their event. (Dan is an account executive at iHeart Media.) He says the 
ride was “brutal” when he started all those years ago, but now he does 100 miles each day for two days. “It’s 
great to do something I find fun to support a good cause,” he says. 

Dan feels especially fortunate to have been able to ride in this year’s race after being injured on his bike early 
in 2020, just as the pandemic was beginning. He was hit by a car and spent three days in the hospital with 
broken ribs, a punctured lung and a broken fibula. He says he got a lot of support from the parish and is now 
recovered. Dan enjoys both the mental and physical health benefits of regular riding. 

If you’d like to learn more about this event and Dan’s efforts, please ask him and visit 
www.nationalmssociety.org. 

Dan and his granddaughter, Jazmine 
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From the Parish Nurses 

Finishing Up Summer 

Come one, come all! 
The Treasure Box Thrift Shop at 114 W. Boscawen Street plans to  
re-open on Wednesday, August 18, 2021, assuming local Covid-
rates permit. The store will be open on Wednesdays and Saturdays 
from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. 

The Treasure Box is accepting donations by appointment only so 
please contact Martha Lauve (540-662-3616) if you wish to make 
donations. Donations cannot be left at the shop without an  
appointment. 

We would love to see some new volunteers join us! If you are  
interested in helping at the shop, please contact Sally O’Neil
(reidybobby@yahoo.com or 337-739-0074). 

Some practical thoughts as we approach the end of summer:  

*  Don’t use a wire brush to clean your grill just before cooking on it. Brown University did a 
study about the radiological finding of foreign particles in the stomach and found that in the 
summer many times the cause is that the person wants the grill cleaned before cooking. He or 
she cleans it with a wire brush, but forgets to wash the grill before putting the food on it and 
cooking it. Try to remember to clean the grill with the wire brush and wash it the day before 
cooking.  

*  When using a toilet, always shut the lid before flushing it. There are serious bacteria hover-
ing in that water for as long as 90 minutes after using the toilet.  

*  You need some sun this summer, just don’t be excessive in being in the sun without sun-
screen. Remember to reapply sunscreen after being in the water. This is very important for 
children. With everyone, don’t forget to apply sunscreen on the ears.  

Have a great rest of the summer and see you in church.  

Helen and Rosalie, your Parish Nurses 

mailto:reidybobby@yahoo.com

