
 

December 2024    

Dear People of Christ Church, 

I get a question at this time of the year which 
helps to consider parish life in many ways. The 
question is, “Why do you do the children’s 
Christmas pageant on the fourth Sunday of  
Advent rather than Christmas Eve like we used to 
do it before?” 

The answer is simple – because that is the most  
effective way that the parish staff has found to get 
the most families involved.  

One of my favorite stories about family traditions 
is the young woman hosting Christmas dinner for 
the first time and wanting to have the “traditional 
family meal.” When she asked her mother for  
recipes, her mother told her to include a ham, but 
be sure to cut both ends off of the ham when she 
cooked it. That seemed odd to the daughter so she 
asked why both ends. Her mother told her that 
that was the way the grandmother had done it, so 
ask her. When she asked her grandmother why she cut both ends off of the ham, the grandmother told her, “We 
only had one small roasting pan to cook the ham, so we had to cut off both ends to make it fit.” 

As we say about the Episcopal Church, it takes 20 minutes to start a tradition and 20 years to end it. Doing the 
pageants on Christmas Eve when so many people lived in closer proximity to family, that timing worked. 
However, now we have families spread all over the place  so people have to travel on Christmas Eve or before 
to get together for family Christmas celebrations. So the best time we find is the fourth Sunday of Advent. 

Is there a chance that the date for the pageant may be moved again? Perhaps. However, we do not need to  
worry about that at this time. Instead, we enjoy hearing the sacred story told of the birth of the Christ Child on 
Sunday, December 22, at the 10:30 am service. For Christmas Eve’s service at 4:30 pm, we have another  
tradition for any families and children there with a parade of food gifts to present at the manger. Learn more 
about that in detail on the next page and page 6 of this newsletter! 

Our faith is a living faith full of traditions, but also able to change so we can be sure to have our discipleship of 
Jesus continue to be both meaningful and relevant to our lives today. 

Please note the times of services, the advent Daily office and communion services and locations. Share the 
news of our services with friends as well – the more, the merrier! 

Faithfully, 
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Worship 

 

We are looking forward to a Christmas Sanctuary adorned with poinsettias. If you 
would like to make a donation to the Altar Guild in memory of or in thanksgiving 
for a loved one this Christmas, the suggested donation is $15-20 per remembrance. 
Christmas Flower envelopes are in the back of the church. Please return them in the 
offering or to the Church Office. The last day to return an envelope is Sunday,  
December 15.  

Christmas Services Explained 

During and since the pandemic, the Worship and Christian Formation committees have learned some new ways 
to help our parish celebrate Christmas with some creative flexibility. Below are details about some of the main 
events in our Advent and Christmas season. 

• The Children’s Christmas Pageant: This will be on Sunday, December 22, at the 10:30 am service of  
Holy Eucharist. Our Sunday School children and children’s choirs take us through the wonderful events of 
the manger scene and the congregation joins with them singing hymns about each step of that glorious 
event. See more on p. 6 about how children participate. 

• Christmas Eve 4:30 pm Family Service and the Christmas gift parade: While we use the world 
“family” in the title, everyone is welcome to attend this festive service, which includes children's and adult 
choirs, and Holy Communion. The Christmas gift parade occurs at the offertory and all are asked to bring a 
small canned food donation to the service. Any children who come to the service are welcome to come 
dressed in the costume of their favorite manger scene character. Costumes can be as simple or elaborate at 
the children want. (Please note that the parish will not provide the costumes. We rely on your creativity!)  
At the offertory, the children will follow the leader from the rear of the church to the front and place the 
food in the manger. The children will then join in leading the congregation in a carol and then they will  
return to their seats.  

• Christmas Eve 10:00 pm Service: While this “late” Christmas Eve service is earlier than in years past, it 
has far fewer children present. The service has a different feel to it with the adult choir singing, and people 
from all over the community joining us to sing the carols we know and love. People often describe this  
service with Holy Communion  as a more contemplative experience as we gather to welcome the Christ 
child. 

• Christmas Day service at 10:00 am: We gather on Christmas morning to celebrate Jesus’ birthday with 
our sacred meal together and hymns to mark to occasion. There will not be a choir, just the voices of the 

congregation. It’s a wonderful service for those who do not want to be out in the dark on Christmas Eve, or 
who prefer a less crowded, simpler service. 

Christmas Flowers 
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To submit a prayer request, please visit the website and click on  
“Add a Name to the Prayer List” in the Quick Links section. 

 

Over the past couple of months, we have offered oppor-
tunities to explore our Anglican heritage in worship 
through our Book of Common Prayer and the Daily  
Office. Some learn by study, others by experience, which 
leads us to this Advent Season. 

During the first three weeks of Advent, the clergy and 
members of the parish will host services during the week. 
On Monday, Wednesday and Friday, we will have the 
service of Evening Prayer at 5:30 pm in the Pilgrim’s 
Chapel. On Tuesday and Thursday, we will have the  
service of Morning Prayer in the Pilgrim’s Chapel at  
7:30 am. These services are 20-25 minutes long, and are 
an ideal way to start or end the day with a reading of 
scripture, prayers, and quiet.  

We will also have Wednesday Noonday Eucharist in the 
Pilgrim’s chapel for the first three Wednesdays of  
Advent. The service is 25-30 minutes long and it also 
allows for a time to be nurtured and fed as one goes 
through the week. 

If you are not familiar with the Pilgrim’s Chapel, it is our 
small chapel immediately to the right of the front Parish 
Hall door at 132 W. Boscawen Street, on the corner of 
the Parish Hall and the alley way.  

If you know of others who might be interested in attend-
ing, please bring them along. This is a great way to intro-
duce people to our “style” of worship. 

If you are not able to attend, but would like to practice a service at home, a good resource to use can be found 
at forwardmovement.org, which provides readings, prayers and different orders of worship. 

Prayer Services during Advent 
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The Angelus is a monthly publication of Christ Episcopal Church.  

Committee & Group Meetings 

The Church Office is open Tuesday—Thursday  
from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.  
Call ahead before you visit! 

Services at Christ Church 
 

8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

in the Sanctuary 
 

Holy Eucharist at Westminster-Canterbury 
Every 1st & 3rd Thursday at 10:30 am 

 

Adult Forum Sun: 9:30 am 

Choir Rehearsal Wed: 7:00 pm 

Bible Study Wed: 10:30 am via Zoom 

Outreach Committee 4th Tues: 7:00 pm 

Knit Unto Others 3rd Tues: 2:00 pm 

Properties Committee 3rd Tues: 7:00 pm 

Vestry 2nd Tues: 7:00 pm 

Daytime Faith Study 2nd & 4th Mon: 10:00 am  

Treasure Box Wed & Fri: 10 am—4 pm 
Sat: 10 am—1 pm 

Women’s Book Studies Tues: 1:30 pm—Parlors 
OR First & Third Thursday at 5:30 pm 
—Parlors 

Look for  
Christ Episcopal Church Winchester  

and like us to stay up-to-date on the latest news! 

Church Calendar 
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December Birthdays  

1 Mary Margaret Applin 

4 Betty Futral 

6 Pam Friestad, Peggy Dowd 

7 Harry Poling 

8 Lelia Wingenbach 

10 Rob Ross, Gary Sheppard 

12 Linda Gibson 

14 Penny Byler 

17 Terri Cluss, Bruce Schower 

19 Eleanor Thomson 

21 Bill Pifer 

26 Christopher Turnbull 

28 Ashley Futral, Jr. 

29 Carole Ann King 

30 Sarah Roberson, Sam Worsley  

31 Rob Boyd 

December Anniversaries 

4 James & Marsha Baden 
8 Stephen & Suzanne Pettit 
18 Bill & Gail Walsh 
18 Steve & Ashley Haines 

Church Calendar 

Please Note: 

We will publish birthday and anniversary information 
only with explicit permission. Please contact the 
Church Office if you wish to be added to or deleted 
from these lists. Please keep the Church Office  
informed of any changes to your address, phone  
numbers and e-mail addresses.  

Shop at the Treasure Box  
Thrift Shop! 

Open on Wednesdays and  
Fridays 10—4  

and Saturdays 10-1  
at 114 W. Boscawen St. 

Last day to shop is  
Saturday, December 21.  

Store re-opens on January 3. 

Coffee Hour hosts 
needed in the new 
year! Please sign up on 
the website. 
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Christian Formation 

The Common Ground discussion group continues to meet on the 4th Wednesday each month in the Parlors at 
4:00 pm but will take a holiday break in December and resume on January 22, 2025. New participants are 
welcome in the new year to this small group which aims to facilitate discussions allowing parishioners to get 
to know one another better! 

Common Ground Discussions 

Families with children can continue their 
preparations during Advent on Saturday 
morning, December 14, at 10:00 am in the 
Tilford Room. We will make family  
gingerbread houses. Materials are  
being donated, so please sign up via the 
website or at Sunday School! 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School is preparing for Christmas services. The Christmas Pageant will be on Sunday, December 22, 
2024 at the 10:30 am service. Children are provided with costumes and create the manger scene and sing 
Christmas carols. There are parts for all children, so please sign up in Sunday School or contact Margery 
Wingenbach at 540-667-0386. 

Another way for kids to participate this Christmas is the Christmas gift parade at the 4:30 pm Christmas Eve 
service. Costumes are not provided for this, but are welcome if kids want to come dressed as a “manger-scene 
character.” Please bring canned food to donate. The children will carry the food to the altar at the offertory, 
place it in the manger, and lead a carol with the congregation before they are seated. There is no sign up  
required to participate! 

There will not be Sunday School or Children’s Chapel on Sunday, December 29. Classes will resume on  
January 5th. 

Advent & Christmas for Children 

No Adult Forum in December! 
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Stewardship 

   

The 2025 Stewardship Campaign kicked off in October and 
our goal was to conclude at the end of November. Last 
year, we received 144 signed pledge cards. As of November 
25th, our bookkeeper reports that 100 signed pledge cards 
have been received with 7 being from those who have not 
previously pledged. Our Stewardship Committee hopes 
over 160 families will do so. Let’s meet the challenge!  

I want to thank those of you who have already participated 
in the 2025 Stewardship Campaign by sending in your 
pledges. As you recall from my kick-off letter, our goal is 
to increase total pledges by $50,000 over 2024’s pledge  
total. Overwhelmingly you agree, as the average of the 
pledges received is over 10% higher compared to last year. But we are not concluded, many long-term  
pledgors are still considering their gifts.    

If you have not yet returned your pledge card please visit our website to pledge online or print a pledge card. 
Cards are also located in the back of the sanctuary. As we are coming to the close of the year, it is time for us 
to make plans for 2025. A final pledge total is critical as the Finance Committee prepares the 2025 budget.    

We know we will have greater costs in 2025 from increased expenses such as building maintenance, util-
ities, security, music programs, and Sunday School, which all make up a large component of the budget. 
Church committees, with input from many of you, have identified several ways to enhance, grow, and 
add to the work we are called to do within the parish and beyond. Your dollars count and are the only 
way that Christ Church can expand its program offerings. Each of our offerings enable meaningful work 
to be lived out in the name of Christ. 

On behalf of the Stewardship committee, I thank you for your pledge and ask that you pray with us as we  
conclude our annual gathering of gifts and gratitude. Please continue to consider how you can use your works 
to support Christ Church in 2025. Again, if you have not yet made your gift or if you are considering increas-
ing your already submitted pledge, you can do so by visiting the Christ Church website or by calling Theresa 
Seitz at (540) 662-5843, Ext. 5. 

Walk in Love, 

 

 

 

 

Wilborn Roberson, Stewardship Chair         

Please scan the QR code with your phone to print a 
pledge card or to submit your pledge online.  

Or visit the church website! 

Walk in Love into 2025 

http://www.christchurchwinchester.org/stewardship%20to%20pledge%20online%20or%20print%20a%20pledge%20card.%20Pledge%20cards%20are%20also%20located%20in%20the%20back%20of%20the%20sanctuary.%20%20%20
http://www.christchurchwinchester.org/stewardship%20to%20pledge%20online%20or%20print%20a%20pledge%20card.%20Pledge%20cards%20are%20also%20located%20in%20the%20back%20of%20the%20sanctuary.%20%20%20
http://www.christchurchwinchester.org/stewardship%20to%20pledge%20online%20or%20print%20a%20pledge%20card.%20Pledge%20cards%20are%20also%20located%20in%20the%20back%20of%20the%20sanctuary.%20%20%20
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Outreach Committee 

Thank you for choosing an Angel in November! Once you have finished your shopping, 
there are options for delivery of the gifts to the Salvation Army: 

• Bring the gifts to the Tilford Room on Sunday, December 8, after the 8:00 am service 
or before or after the 10:30 am service. 

• Deliver your gifts directly to the Salvation Army office at 300 Fort Collier Road in 
Winchester, Monday through Friday only, from 8:30 am – 4:30 pm, by December 6. 

If you did not choose an angel and would still like to support the effort, please send a 
check to Christ Church and mark it for “Angel Tree.”  For any questions, call  
Marty Tabaka at 540-771-0187. Thank you for your participation! 

Angel Tree 2024 

Holiday CCAP Collection 

The Outreach Committee continues to ask for donations in December to support CCAP’s Christmas meal 
giveaway. Please bring donations of canned green beans, boxed scalloped/au gratin potatoes, or boxed cake 
mix and canned frosting to church on Sundays or drop at the Church Office lobby (114 W. Boscawen St.) on 
Wednesdays from 10-2.  

Sundays of Advent ● 8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I & 10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Sunday, December 22 ● Children’s Christmas Pageant at the 10:30 am service 

Tuesday, December 24 ● Christmas Eve Services  
4:30 pm Family Eucharist 

10:00 pm Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 

Wednesday, December 25, Christmas Day ●  10:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Sunday, December 29 ●   8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I & 10:30 am Lessons & Carols 

2024 

2024 Year-End Contribution Statements will be mailed the first part of January 2025. If you are unsure of your 
current contribution unpaid balance, please contact our Bookkeeper, Theresa Seitz at 540-773-5566. She can 
provide you with this information and/or a copy of your current statement. 

2025 Pledge Envelopes will be available for pick up in the back of the church Sunday, December 22, and  
Sunday, December 29.  Thereafter, please contact our Bookkeeper, Theresa Seitz at 540-773-5566 to arrange 
to pick up your envelopes. Sorry, envelope sets CANNOT be mailed to your residence. Also, if you did not 
request a set of envelopes at the time you made your pledge, but would like a set, please contact Theresa.  

If you are currently making your 2024 pledge via the church’s ACH Debit Authorization, your pledge will 
continue as directed on your form in 2025. If you wish to change your ACH designation, please contact our 
Bookkeeper, Theresa Seitz at 540-773-5566 or tseitz@christchurchwinchester.org. 

Notes from the Bookkeeper 

mailto:tseitz@christchurchwinchester.org
mailto:tseitz@christchurchwinchester.org?subject=Pledge%20envelopes

