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The Word of God 

Voluntary  

Hymn # 191 Alleluia, alleluia! Hearts and voices heavenward raise Lux eoi 

Opening Acclamation  BCP, p. 355 

S-280* Glory to God Robert Powell 

The Collect of the Day 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 

understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all 

things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can 

desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson Acts 17:22-31 

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 

religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at 

the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an 

unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The 

God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does 

not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though 

he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 

From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the 

times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that 

they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he 

is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as 

even some of your own poets have said,  

‘For we too are his offspring.’  

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, 

or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has 

overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to 

repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in 

righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to 

all by raising him from the dead.” 

Reader:    The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God. 

  



The Psalm Psalm 66:7-18 

Jubilate Deo 

  

7  Bless our God, you peoples; *       

  make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

8  Who holds our souls in life, *        

  and will not allow our feet to slip. 

9  For you, O God, have proved us; *       

  you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

10  You brought us into the snare; *       

  you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

11  You let enemies ride over our heads; 

we went through fire and water; *      

 but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 

12  I will enter your house with burnt-offerings 

and will pay you my vows, *       

 which I promised with my lips       

 and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

13  I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts 

with the smoke of rams; *        

 I will give you oxen and goats. 

14  Come and listen, all you who fear God, *      

  and I will tell you what he has done for me. 

15  I called out to him with my mouth, *       

  and his praise was on my tongue. 

16  If I had found evil in my heart, *       

  the Lord would not have heard me; 



17  But in truth God has heard me; *       

  he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

18  Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, *     

  nor withheld his love from me. 

The Second Lesson  1 Peter 3:13-22 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer 

for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be 

intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your 

defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet 

do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are 

maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 

For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God's will, than to suffer 

for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made 

alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in 

prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of 

Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved 

through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of 

dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, 

with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.  

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Hymn # 631 (vv. 1-2) Book of books, our people’s strength Liebster Jesu 

The Gospel  John 14:15-21 

Preacher: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People:       Glory to you, Lord Christ.                                                                                                           

Jesus said, ”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the 

Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit 

of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. 

You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 

”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no 

longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you 

will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my 



commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be 

loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

Preacher: The Gospel of the Lord 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Hymn # 631 (v. 3) Book of books, our people’s strength Liebster Jesu 

The Sermon The Rev. Debbie Rutter 

The Nicene Creed  p. 358 

The Prayers of the People, Form IV p. 388 

The Peace  p. 360 

The Holy Communion 

The Offertory 

Choir Anthem Alleluia Ralph Manuel 

The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer B) p. 367 

S-125* Holy, holy, holy Lord Richard Proulx 

The Lord's Prayer  p. 364 

S-155* Fraction Anthem: Christ our Passover Gerald Near 

The Invitation  p. 364 

The Communion of the People 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Baptized Christians are invited to receive bread 

and wine; all others are encouraged to come forward for a blessing. 

Kneel or stand as able. 

Following the direction of the ushers, please come to the rail with pulpit side (right) 

filling rail from right to center, and lectern side (left) filling rail from center to left. As 

the clergy distributes the bread, hold both hands out and up. 

If you need communion brought to you, please alert an usher. 

To receive the wine: 

▪ To sip from the chalice: Gently take the base of the chalice and guide the 

chalice to your mouth. Do not grab the main part of the chalice. 

▪ To intinct: Hold your wafer up to indicate intinction to the chalicer. The 

chalicer will take the wafer from you, dip the edge into the wine and 

return it to your hand. 

Those who wish to receive a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest. 



During Communion  

Hymn  I Sing the Mighty Power of God 

 



Post Communion Prayer  p. 366 

The Easter Blessing 

Celebrant: May the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 

make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-

pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. 

People: Amen 

Hymn # 400 All creatures of our God and King Lasst uns erfreuen 

The Dismissal  

 Celebrant: Alleluia, Alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

 People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Voluntary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* “S” Hymns are found in the front section of the hymnal. 
 

Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission. The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of 

Common Prayer, 1979. The service music for this morning's Eucharist is Copyrighted © by The Church Pension Fund 

and is reproduced with permission under OneLicense.net #A-701533. Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the 

music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-701533. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 



SERVING TODAY 

Celebrant & Preacher – The Rev. Debbie Rutter 

Lay Readers – Christy Wade, Rod Grandon 

Prayers of the People – Marty Tabaka 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers – Katy Schain, Clare Dame 

Ushers – Wilborn Roberson, Linda Miles, Pat Shaner,  

Joe & William Wingenbach, Doug Thomas 

Acolytes – Gregory Elwood, Elizabeth Loring 

Altar Guild – Ginny North, Tracy Tilling 

Livestreaming Team – Phil Sargent, Jimmy Downs 

 
 

 

 

Leadership of Christ Church 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ Episcopal Church • 140 West Boscawen Street 

Church Office: 114 West Boscawen Street 

Winchester, VA  22601  

www.ChristChurchWinchester.org • 540-662-5843 

 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Webster S. Gibson, Rector (Ext. 1) 

Jean Lin, Music Director/Organist 

Garth Stevens-Jennings, Family Ministries (Ext. 2) 

Noelle Creamer, Communications (Ext. 4) 

Theresa Seitz, Bookkeeper (Ext. 5) 

Susan Francis, Helen Zebarth, Parish Nurses (Ext.3) 

Steven “Tuffy” Whitacre, Sexton 

DeLyn Celec, Director of Alleluia Singers 

Marsha Baden, Director, Cherub Choir 

 

Members of the Vestry 

 

Senior Warden:  Barbara Downs 

Junior Warden:  Martha Griffin 

Treasurer: Bob Puttock 

Register:  Betsy Young 

2027 – Ron Bellows, Barbara Downs, 

Leslie Harper, Betsy Young 

2028 – Martha Griffin, Eric Kalbaugh, 

Robert Wilson, Mary Margaret Wise 

2029 – Katie Harvard, Susan Lauer, 

Neile Martin, Arthur Sperry 

Trustees: Wilborn Roberson,  

Robert Mitchell, Pem Hutchinson 

 


